
 0 

 

                      Http://www.toledochinese.org 

  

 

多丽都中华协会 

Fall 09  

September 15, 2009 Volume 2 Issue 3 

Chinese Association of Greater Toledo 

Fall 09  

 

CAGT  NEWSLETTER 



 1 

The 2009 Partners in Education 8th Annual Great Maumee Dragon Boat Races 

Starr Jiang --CAGT Reporter 

This year’s Dragon Boat Races, hosted by 
Partners in Education, was one of the best so 
far. It began with a gloomy and rainy 
morning. Rain came down in sheets, 
accompanied by the occasional lightning and 
thunder. The thunderstorm woke me up at 
6:55, forcing me to dress and get ready for 
what seemed like a dreary festival. The rain 
completely covered the car windshields as 
we drove to the Dragon Boat Festival. When 

we arrived, my brother, a paddler for the China Dragons team, immediately got out and hurried 
to join his team. 
 
 A moment later, he came back to help my dad unpack the 
materials needed. I helped out as we lugged the items down 
to the CAGT tents. Marked in green, we could clearly see 
them and set our bags and materials down on a slightly wet 
table. The chairs were completely drenched, with small 
puddles forming at the back of the chairs. I dumped out the 
water and put it under the tent to keep it dry. I proceeded to 
do so with the rest of the tents, dumping out water and 
placing the chairs in a dry spot.  

 
After a while, people started to arrive and walk around, and my 
mom was busy showing visitors how to make origami. I was 
stuck at my tent with nothing to do until the day started 
improving. As the rain gradually settled down, Catherine, one 
of the children that is part of the CAGT and in Chinese school, 
arrived and helped me do name writing in Chinese. We did not 
do so well, only obtaining a few customers and no donations.  
 

The clouds cleared up eventually, and soon the sky was blue and the sun was shining down. The 
puffy white cumulus clouds drifted slowly across the beautiful blue sky. Eventually, Catherine 
and some of her friends went off to collect free items from other tents like the Child Care tent 
or the BP Refinery tent. I stayed where I was for another period of time, and finally went with 
them to collect more toys and conveniences. 
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When I got back, lunch was set up, and I ate 
some pizza and fried rice. After eating, my 
mom, Catherine’s mom, Catherine, and some 
other people went with me to watch the 
China Dragons team race. We watched two 
races before finally spotting the Dragons 
rowing to the starting lines. A few of the 
CAGT members also came along and starting 

cheering, “China Dragons! 加油!”  The China 

Dragons came racing past in first, but another team gradually gained on them and surpassed 
them. The Dragons settled for a satisfactory 2nd place.  
 
After watching the exciting race, I headed back to the tents and 
started playing my Nintendo DS. After a while, I decided to do 
something else and found interest in the Chinese yo-yo tent. I walked 
over and tried a yo-yo. I had a shaky start, but I finally started getting 
the hang of it after a yo-yo performer gave me a few pointers and 
helped me with starting up. I got better and better, and soon I was 
tossing the yo-yo in the air, or rolling it up and down my string. I 
added other tricks like yo-yoing in slow motion and looping and un-
looping the string.  
 
After a fun, sunny afternoon, it was time to head home. I really enjoyed this year’s Dragon Boat 
Festival, and hope next year’s will be even better! 

 

Please visit this link http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7E3jj8JLaCA for a video clip of CAGT@ 
the Dragon Boat Festival.  

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7E3jj8JLaCA�
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Confucius Institute at The University of Toledo 

Aige Guo, PhD 
Director, Confucius Institute at the University of Toledo (UTCI) 

 

Around noon on September 29, 2009, an opening 
ceremony at the University of Toledo will unveil the 
Confucius Institute, a name that may sound new to some 
people, but one that will touch the hearts of those who 

understand the Chinese culture.  The ceremony will take place on Centennial Mall on the main 
campus. 

The Confucius Institute is supported by the Chinese Language Council International (or Hanban 

汉办 for short). Hanban is the Confucius Institute Headquarters, located in Beijing, China, 

overseeing and supporting over 300 Confucius Institutes/Classrooms in the world. UTCI is one 
of the established Confucius Institutes in the US. The total number of Confucius Institutes in the 
US has well exceeded 50.  

UTCI shares the common mission with many existing programs in the community of promoting 
the Chinese language and culture. Like pieces of a big puzzle, all the pieces are similar in shape 
but have their own features and play unique roles in the big picture. UTCI believes that, by 
sharing a vision and connecting to one another, we shape the future.   

UTCI sees itself as a resource center serving the community, on or off the UT campus. With 
consistent and convenient access to quality teachers and top-notch instructional materials, 
UTCI will build a bridge between the US and Chinese cultures through teaching the Chinese 
language and hosting cultural events, will generate opportunities for personal interaction and 
cultural immersion, and will devote its efforts in planting seeds for an interest in learning about 
the Chinese language and culture in young learners.  

Having successfully organized the Chinese Bridge Summer Camp in July, currently, UTCI is 
supporting Sylvania Schools, Central Catholic High School, and Toledo Public Schools with their 
Chinese curriculum. Three Chinese teachers from Yanshan University (UT’s partner university 
for UTCI) are teaching in these schools. UTCI is also offering non-credit Chinese courses at UT as 
well as hosting weekly free Chinese communication sessions on UT campus in support of 
students who are taking Chinese classes in the Foreign Language Department at UT, or those 
interested in learning about China. The weekly sessions are from 4pm to 5pm on Thursdays. 
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After the official announcement of the Confucius Institute at the opening ceremony on Sept. 29, 
UTCI will present a free public event at the university’s Doermann Theater from 7pm to 9pm in 
celebration of the Chinese Mid-Autumn Festival.  The program will feature Amy Chang and 
Michael Boyd from UT’s Music Department, the talented UT students, Amy Chen and her 
dancing group and martial arts group from the Chinese Association of Greater Toledo, Mr. Song 
Yangkun and his well-acclaimed Toledo International Youth Orchestra, the professional local 
singing group Masterworks Chorale, and dazzling Chinese Yo-yo performers from the 
Revolution Group of the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor. This event is presented by The 
Confucius Institute and the Chinese Students Association at UT, supported by the Art, Living, 
Learning Community at UT, under the leadership of Ms. Kate Abu-Absi, the Stage Manager for 
the event.   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Confucius Institute (Tel. 419.530.8584; Fax. 419.530.4277 Snyder Memorial 1060) 
2801 W. Bancroft, Mail Stop 125, Toledo, OH 43606 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Chinese Association of Greater Toledo Picnic 

~Mid Autumn Festival~ 

When:  Saturday, October 3, 2009      1:00pm to 4:00pm  
              *If it rains at the picnic time, another time will be arranged.  
Where:  Wildwood Preserve Metropark 5100W Central Ave,    
                Toledo. (Note: There will be a CAGT tent.)              
Who:  Everyone is welcome!  
Please bring:  Your delicious food for sharing, folding chairs,  
                          balls, cards, games, etc.  (Drinks, napkins, plates   
                          and utensils will be provided by CAGT.) 
Activities:    
                    - Meet old friends and make new friends 
                    - 有奖猜谜 （Guess games） 
                    - Play volleyball (boys vs. girls) 
                    - Hike the trails 
                    - See/photograph deer 
                    - Enjoy the playground 
                    - Tug of War (拔河) 
                    -  and more  

Sponsored by: The Chinese Association of Greater Toledo (CAGT)  
The picnic organizers: Ling Qian, Liping Mo and Hong Xiao 
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Book Reviews 

Chinese Home Remedies: Harnessing Ancient Wisdom for Self-Healing by 
Lihua Wang offers many ancient Chinese folk remedies. According to this 
book, many problems can be easily cured with home remedies for weeks 
or months. The book describes over 80 problems such as acne, sinusitis, 

and yeast infections and their home remedies in simple-to-understand language. The book is 
available in Ohio Public Libraries. 

Quick & Easy Chinese: 70 Everyday Recipes by Nancie McDermott 
provides step-by-step instructions on how to prepare delicious 
homemade Chinese dishes. As the author states: “ Like the land from 
which it grew, Chinese cooking is a big, bold, complicated, endlessly 
varied, mysterious, intriguing , and fascinating subject, full of detail, 
contradiction, and lore.” The book will guide you to prepare tasty Chinese 
food for you, your family, and friends. Enjoy! This book is available at Ohio Public Libraries.  

 

Updates on 80-20 Northwest Ohio Chapter 

Yueh-Ting Lee, Ph.D. (liyueting@yahoo.com) 

80-20 NW Ohio has organized a variety of activities in 2009. These activities include a forum on 
Asian American Immigration and Equal Justice on April 11, 2009; engaging mayoral candidates 
in Toledo for discussion on issues of interest to our community from March to August, 2009; 
annual picnic and social among family members and friends on August 15, 2009; and 
participating in national house parties in May, 2009. For those who want to get more information 
about the organization, please contact Dr. Lee via his email address.  
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Upcoming Events 

• A Taste of Diversity, September 20, 1:00-5:00pm, Toledo Botanical Garden 
• Opening Ceremony of Confucius Institute, September 29, 11:30-1:00, Centennial Mall at 

The University of Toledo 
• Mid-Autumn Festival Celebration, September 29, 7:00-9:00pm, Doermann Theatre, 

University Hall, 3rd floor at The University of Toledo.  
• CAGT Fall Picnic, October 3rd, 1:00 – 4:00, Wildwood Preserve Metropark.  
• CAGT Fall Music Festival, time and location to be announced.  
• Winter Legacies Program, December 27, Toledo Museum of Arts. 

 

 

PR China 60th Anniversary Celebration 

Laura Li （ lgzcdx@hotmail.com ） 

To celebrate the People’s Republic of China’s National Day, you’re invited to attend a party of dance, 
music, and food.  See the flyer on the next two pages for detailed information. 

 

 

mailto:lgzcdx@hotmail.com�

